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THE PAST GIVES TEXTURE TO THE PRESENT AND CONSTRAINTS TO THE 
FUTURE... 

Places where people have lived and worked together over long periods of time have an 
intangible quality difficult to define. It may simply be that the imagination is stirred by 
knowing that humans have bustled and buffeted here for hundreds of generations. But often 
it is more than this. In the fabric of our historic cities, like Oxford, there are constant visual 
reminders of the past. Not just the grand buildings that have been allowed to remain, but in 
barely-noticed hints like the stretch of old wall that has been incorporated in a more recent 
boundary, very old trees that were thriving long before the present streets and houses were 
built, surprising open spaces, like St Giles, where fairs were held outside the city gate (and 
still are), and names, like ‘The Gardeners Arms’, conjuring a memory of the market gardens 
that provided fresh food for the townspeople, and were swallowed up by urban growth as 
Oxford spread north in the late nineteenth century. These unobtrusive scraps remind us that, 
in subtle ways, the past gives texture to the present and, in a society that understands and 
cares, will offer some necessary constraints to the future. 

To learn how to appreciate and enjoy this texture of place we need guidance and I know of 
no better guide than this outstanding book, Experiencing Oxford, created for us by Ian Davis. 
It is a sheer delight to have – to dip into and be astonished or to immerse oneself in and be 
drawn into the city’s many narratives. It works on so many levels. The illustrations, a great 
many of them paintings by the author, balanced by his photographs, give us a unique vision 
of the city from its great buildings to its quirky corners. We see it through the eyes of an 
artist and an architect – the colours, the spaces and the volumes – in a way in which Oxford 
has never before been presented. And in the generous, enthusiastic, text this fabulous urban 
stage comes alive through the tales of the people who have passed through it and have made 
their contributions, and the many who linger for a lifetime unable to resist its inexhaustible 
fascination. We are fortunate, indeed, that Ian Davis has written this book to share with us 
his deep knowledge, love and perspective vision of his city. 

Enthusiasm for the first edition very soon exhausted supplies. The author has responded 
with this Second Edition, adding much that is new including eight paintings and many 
drawings, thus ensuring that, whether we are visitors to Oxford or long-term residents, 
Experiencing Oxford will continue to entrance and open our eyes to the wonders all around us.  

Sir Barry Cunliffe, CBE, FBA, FSA 
Emeritus Professor of European Archaeology, University of Oxford.                                                                                                                                          
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ENDORSEMENTS 

“Experiencing Oxford is without 
doubt the most stimulating book 
about the city and its university that 
I have come across. He knits ancient  
and modern into a multi-layered 
collage rich in historical, literary and 
visual reference that is guaranteed 
to shake up your thinking. It is a 
wonderful book, and the paintings are 
glorious…”  
Christina Hardyment,  
Author, former editor, Oxford Today.

“... page after page of incomparable 
illustrations. I love the watercolours 
and photographs from the cityscapes 
to the tiniest details...a life’s work of 
writing and artistic talent.” 
Jacky Penning-Rowsell, 
Retired Lecturer, London Borough of Barnet.

“I am simply in awe of the production 
values. Any publisher would have 
been proud to have produced such 
a stunningly beautiful volume - a 
wonderfully harmonious whole.”   
Paul Clifford, 
Retired Managing Director, Lion Hudson 
Publishing.

 
“... so rich, a truly monumental 
achievement, I have not seen a book 
of Oxford to equal it... a wonderfully 
immersive journey through Oxford. 
And Ian Davis’s lucent watercolours 
convey light on stone and architecture 
with rare distinction.”
Tim Pears, Writer.

“I love the book, scholarly and yet 
accessible: wide ranging and yet 
personal; visually gorgeous, a ‘must-
have’ for everyone who loves the city.” 
Peter Lovesey, Crime Writer. 

“.... a feast for all the senses, and for 
the intellect. No-one will see Oxford 
in quite the same way again.”  
Hilary French, 
Former music critic, The Times.

“Ian Davis has given us a wonderful 
treat, he invites us to slow down, to 
use all our senses to experience both 
the ordinary and the extraordinary in 
Oxford, to see new views and discover 
fresh perspectives... we savour its 
treasures.” 
Mark Williams, Emeritus Professor of Clinical 

Psychology, University of Oxford. 

“... a sensualist’s delight, observing 
and celebrating the light, texture, taste 
and smell of buildings, stone, meadows 
and rivers, food and drink, sky and 
earth. Copious illustrations with 
atmospheric and vibrant watercolours 
by the author are not just an addition 
but in so many ways the point.  
A special book indeed as well as a love 
letter to the great university city.”
Richard Lofthouse, 
Editor QUAD, Oxford University Alumni Journal. 
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The book is written for any reader - whether visitor, 
student, professional or resident, who has appreciated and 
experienced the riches of Oxford and would like to expand 
that encounter.

Ian Davis
Aveton Press, 
82 Church Road
Wheatley
Oxford OX33 1LZ
Tel: 01865 873 543
Mob: 07713 761510
Email: ian.robert.davis@gmail.com

Ian Davis
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THE AUTHOR

IAN DAVIS trained as an architect and has 
enjoyed painting buildings and landscapes 
throughout his life. He taught in the School 
of Architecture, Oxford Brookes University 
(formerly Oxford Polytechnic) for twenty 
years and more recently he led watercolour 
classes in the Byron Fellowship Summer 
Schools held in Indiana and North Carolina, 
USA.  During the 1990’s he illustrated Oxford 
Colleges in the Oxford University Alumni 
Journal: ‘Oxford Today’.  

114-118 KINGSTON ROAD, 2022 by architect C.C. Rolfe (1872) (with thanks to the owners, Jonathan and Julia Patrick) 

www.ianrobertdavis.com 


